The relation between the access to education and social inclusion of youth in Egypt, emphasizing upon their enhancement to improve the social coherence among the Mediterranean region.
· Situation of youth in Egypt:

Youth in Egypt has acquired more importance in the national agendas. Although youth potentially constitutes a demographic gift, they put enormous pressures on the educational system and the labor and housing markets. This analysis focuses on the impact of socio-economic changes and fluctuations on the lives of young people and discusses the situation of youth especially the demographic, economic, educational, cultural and political conditions.
Definition of Youth:

In Egypt, the formal governmental body in charge of youth issues, the National Council for Youth (NCY) defines youth as the age group from 18 – 30 years old. In its youth policy paper, the National Democratic Party (NDP), the ruling party, defines youth as the age group from 18 – 35 years old. This long period of time is due to the fact that large sectors of young people between 18 and 35 in Egypt usually face the same problems and challenges, such as unemployment, poor education, low health awareness and limited access to training, educational, Volunteering and job opportunities.

The youth population between15- 35 years old is about 23 million out of the total population of 76 million in 2006 (30%).
Egypt is going through a period in which the youth population is increasing significantly compared to other age groups, a so-called “youth bulge”. This demographic transition represents both an opportunity and a challenge. Once this youth population reaches working age, its ratio to the older and younger non-working populations will shrink, potentially constituting a “demographic gift.” Until then, these youths will put enormous pressures on the educational system and the labor and housing markets . This is the challenge of youth inclusion, defined as the provision of opportunities that enable youth to fully participate in normally prescribed roles and activities. These include receiving quality education, decent employment, affordable housing and the power to shape their communities.

Social exclusion in Egypt:

  Social exclusion is defined as: a multidimensional process of progressive social rupture, detaching groups and individuals from social relations and institutions and preventing them from full participation in the normal, normatively prescribed activities of the society in which they live. It is often connected to a person's social class, educational status, relationships in childhood and living standards and how these might affect access to various opportunities. It also applies to some degree to people with a disability, to minority men and women of all races, to the elderly, and to youth (Youth Exclusion). Anyone who deviates in any perceived way from the norm of a population may become subject to coarse or subtle forms of social exclusion.
The dangerous situation of exclusion was measured in numbers. The cost of youth unemployment, early school leaving, adolescent pregnancy, and youth migration is significantly high. The total cost of youth exclusion can reach a staggering 17.4% of GDP in Egypt. The cost of youth exclusion in Egypt is as high as the total value-added of Egypt’s agricultural sector, close to 17% of GDP.
Education as one of the human rights :

Article 26.

(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

(2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children. 
The Constitution of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 1980:
Article 18
Education is a right guaranteed by the State.

It is obligatory in the primary stage and the State shall work to extend obligation to other stages.

The State shall supervise all branches of education and guarantee the independence of universities and scientific research centres, with a view to linking all this with the requirements of society and production.

 Article 19
Religious education shall be a principal subject in the courses of general education.

 Article 20
Education in the State educational institutions shall be free of charge in its various stages.

 Article 21
Combating illiteracy shall be a national duty for which all the people's energies should be mobilized.

 Article 12
The society shall be committed to safeguarding and protecting morals, promoting the genuine Egyptian traditions and abiding by the high standards of religious education, moral and national values, historical heritage of the people, scientific facts and public morality within the limits of the law.

 EQUALITY
 Article 8
The State shall guarantee equality of opportunity to all citizens.

 

Education situation in Egypt:

Education in Egypt has witnessed big improvements as school enrolment has remarkably increased. Illiteracy among youth has also remarkably fallen. There has been a dramatic expansion in the education system. More children get to school and more children stay in school for longer periods.

According to the World Bank (2006), the net enrolment rate in primary education increased from 83.7% in 1985 to 98.3% in 2003. Gross enrolment rates in secondary school were 61.4 percent in 1985 and rose to 87.1% and higher education enrolment from 18.1% to 32.6% in the same period.

While the figures show rapid growth in school enrolment at all education levels and near-universal enrolment in primary schooling, there are still those who are excluded .While educational enrolment has increased dramatically in recent years, the quality of education has not improved. Early school dropout and non-enrolment persist for certain groups in certain parts of the country, particularly for girls in rural Upper Egypt. Some factors hinder good education such as overcrowding in classes, teaching by rote, private lessons, and the wide gap between education and job market requirements. Households try to compensate for the limitations of public education through private tutoring.
 Youth culture and trends:
Many observers have pointed to the collective nature of social life in the Egyptian context and to the central role played by family members in shaping the values and self-conceptions of individuals.

Young people typically live at home until they are married and remain dependent on older family members for financial and emotional support as young adults. One implication of this arrangement is that the adolescent experience in Egypt is less likely to be characterized by social distancing from parents than is the case in Western societies. In Egypt, the important task of adolescent socialization is learning how to mobilize social networks rather than how to become autonomous as a means of achieving personal goals .However, some observers see that better education of the younger generation, greater urbanization, together with social networks resulted in a generation gap. This generation gap deprives young people of parental and familial support and the counseling they need.

Polls show that 73% of those in school had no access to computers. It also shows that only 20% of those who were unemployed used computer technology to search for jobs and only 11.5% of those who were working used computers on the job. Only 10% of those interviewed in six governorates had access to computer technology .The World Development Report (World Bank, 2006) shows a higher prevalence of computer use in Egypt, at 15%. Interviews illustrate that more young people have access to the Internet through cyber cafes that are in Cairo and other urban centers. 
The opportunities presented by the new media did not address the problems of «ideology» and «identity» in Egyptian youth culture. A cultural polarization still prevails between religious trends on the one hand and the Westernized trend on the other hand. The religious component in the daily lives of the Egyptian youth is very large, manifested mainly in individual prayer rituals, the spread of the veil among girls, and the continued popularity of the modern preachers. A generation ago, for example, few young women covered their heads, and few Egyptian men made it a practice to go to the mosque for the five daily prayers. Now the veil is nearly universal, and mosques are filled throughout the day with young men, and often their fathers. Commentators refer to the phenomena of bewildering duality in the society; the split between the religious and the secular elements appears to intensify divisions. Yet, at the same time, the popularity of Arabic music video clips featuring ever more scantily clad performers equally grows. It is unwise, therefore, to draw assumptions that directly link cultural consumption with cultural identity. Many commentators tend to associate the cultural identity of youth with the cultural products they are consuming: their Western tastes in dress, fast food, music or even the celebration of Valentine’s Day. They conclude that national cultural identity is threatened by such choices. A closer look reveals that besides the influence of global capitalism and global cultural goods, young Egyptians equally consume local cultural products and they strongly identify both with their religion and with their national Egyptian identity - especially in international football tournaments.
Young people’s needs and challenges:

The needs of youth can be classified upon different criteria. One important classification is that linked them to three groups, each one  requires the special attention of the government and society.

 . The first and most important category of youth - numerically, and for human considerations - belongs to the lower classes. Their problems are primarily caused by poverty. On the end of the spectrum there are the street-children, especially girls among them, numbering in the millions. The second category of young Egyptians consists of the rich youth. This is the category most exposed to globalization with its good and bad influences. But more and more of this younger generation do not wish to stay in Egypt and emigrate in pursuit of their dreams elsewhere leading to an unfortunate brain drain.
 The third category of youth is the in-between social group that belongs to the lower-middle class. This category suffers from all the ailments caused by poor education (versus total lack of education of the first category), frustration from not being able to fulfill dreams, especially teased by a consumer society, inflamed by a mindless media. This is the category most prone to embrace fundamentalism, and eventually for some, terrorism.

Today, despite a more economic growth, young people are unable to fully participate in activities they consider integral to leading a fulfilling life. As in other developing countries, youth in Egypt face various challenges that affect their personal as well as career development. The old social contract between the state and citizens that once guaranteed employment and social protection is now eroding, and young people are more vulnerable to economic shocks and volatility. 

Past generations benefited from a state-led social contract, which provided public sector employment and protected workers. But the current generation faces a two-fold challenge: State institutions are no longer able to meet their expectations for employment and social protection, and private sector jobs remain an elusive reality. In addition, advances in telecommunication and media expose young people to international norms. This exposure raises the expectations for consumption and living standards and creates a new sense of exclusion. Young people are also at the heart of a process of political change and debate. They are emerging as agents of change.

The youth in Egypt face various challenges that affect their personal as well as career development. The Egypt Human Development Report concluded that the quality of education in Egypt is a major challenge. While the report stressed the need to go beyond the acquisition of basic learning and the need to address issues of “excellence,” it still emphasized that schooling in Egypt is challenged even at providing basic skills. The education system does not prepare young people for work in the modern world. Nor, does its economy provide enough well-paid jobs to allow many young people to afford marriage. The education system was originally devised to produce government workers under a Contract with society forged in the heady early days of President Gamal Abdel Nasser’s administration in the late 1950s and ’60s. Every graduate was guaranteed a government job, and peasant families for the first time were offered the prospect of social mobility through education. Now children of illiterate peasant farmers have degrees in engineering, law or business. The dream of mobility survives, but there are not enough government jobs for the floods of graduates. And many are not qualified for the private sector jobs that do exist.

 The rising costs of raising a family increasingly cause young men and women to delay marriage. Economic stress and rapid social changes are behind the rising age of marriage. There is a concern about the destabilizing effect of so many men and women who cannot afford to marry. And so, instead of marrying, people wait and seek outlets for their frustrations. The resurgence of non-traditional forms of marriage often is described as a way for young people to cope with the high costs of marriage. There is no evidence-based research on the prevalence of marriage in Egypt. But newspaper articles and television programmes often mention it. This type of marriage is usually secret and carried out without informing parents. Consequently, women’s legal rights as wives are subsumed within this arrangement .The Egypt Human Development Report refers to a visible manifestation of low participation rates from youth in the 18-35 ages. Recent surveys of youth revealed some alarming notions that can be closely tied to the limited outlets for civic participation .The study documents a prevailing apathy and lack of initiative. Young people reported having “little faith that their own voices (and that their) efforts might be appreciated, heard or considered”. While the general trend of participation shows that the younger generations are less involved in political activities, the recent years witnessed the emergence of new groups of active youth many of whom are not legal. There is a message from political leaders that calls for participation, but the outstanding political institutions and parties are not attractive for youth. 
· Structural, institutional and legislative aspects of youth policy:
The national youth policy in Egypt is clearly declared through several formal reports and documents that express the state’s formal policy. However, it is rather difficult to say that any of those documents have ushered in a comprehensive vision for a youth policy. Despite the fact that there is not one formal document that contains the state’s public policy in this field, youth policy is rather took part in the legislations, institutions, fiscal budgets and programs of political socialization of youth and children.
 Provisions

The youth policy in Egypt is derived from the constitution and legislations that aim at socializing youth and teenagers, guaranteeing their rights and defining their duties. These rights and duties have been stretched out through a big number of laws such as Family, Child, Education, Small projects.
The Second Chapter of the Egyptian Constitution, entitled « Basic Constituents of the Society”, refers to children and youth as article No. 10 stipulates that:» The State shall guarantee the protection of motherhood and childhood, take care of children and youth and provide the suitable conditions for the development of their talents» (The Constitution, 2005, p.3). In addition to this, it mentions the economic, social and political rights and duties of Egyptian citizens as a whole and among them youth. The constitution safeguards the right to live, learn, work, receive cultural, social, and health services. It also secures the right to protection against discrimination, the rights to equality before the law, to equal opportunities, to freedom of expression and to demonstrate. The right to participate in decision-making also falls under this category of rights to which youth are entitled. On the other hand youth are asked to be loyally devoted to their nation and preserve its unity. They must contribute to economic, social, political, and cultural development and advance democracy and the supremacy of law. They should also be committed to citizenship rights, fight against corruption and discrimination based on religion, sex, profession or class. There are many other regulations that are related to youth such as the laws of the child, identity card, license of driver, voting and nominating in elections.

The main legislation that organizes some aspects of youth policy in Egypt is the law No 77 issued in 1975, known as the law of the Popular Bodies Responsible for Caring for Youth and Sport. The republican decree 51 / 1978 in its first article modified the name of the law and replaced «the responsible bodies» by «public bodies». The law defines these bodies as: «All groups that are constant, organized and non-profitable, whose aims are to care for youth and develop their skills through providing sport, national, social, spiritual and healthy services within the state public policy and the planning of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports». The law decrees the establishment of youth organizations, the decision-making process inside them, electoral process, financial resources and their relation with the government. These youth bodies cover each part of the country at both local and national levels and are in charge of the implementation of the

Youth action plan at those different levels. The Law defines them in: Sports bodies like Olympic Committee, Games unions and Clubs - Scout Federation - Youth Houses Association – Youth Centers -Camps, journey and travelling - Volunteer services.

It is important to note that the law 77 has been the only legislation related to youth drafted by the government and adopted by the parliament. The main problem with this law is that it does not clearly determine the place and role of youth in society, as well as the responsibility of that society and public institutions towards youth. A striking point that stands out is that this law regulates the work of youth bodies and organizations; though it does not refer to youth policy or the definition of youth. Furthermore, there is instability in institutions and laws.

It is obvious that there is no well-defined legislation that looks at youth from a comprehensive perspective.

Youth centers imply the bodies that ensure space for youth activities, operated under the supervision of government. The law of youth centers No 282 issued in 2002 considers youth centers as «popular, educational, and independent bodies that

Contribute to the development of youth and teenagers, socializing them in a good and balanced way, developing their capacity, discovering their talents, and encouraging their initiatives”. This new law is very important because until the end of the nineties the youth centers’ laws would not give the right of voting to youth under 21 years, so this law has been changed to allow youth who are 18 years old to vote and elect their representatives, as well as ensuring women representation in the elected councils of youth centers.
The law of political rights gives the citizens who are 18 years old the right to vote. Young people who are 16 years old should have an identity card and at the age of 18 can have a driving license.

The legal minimum age for young girls to marry in Egypt was 16 years. And later was raised to 18 in the law of child in 2008. The personal code makes it easier for women to obtain a divorce. Abortion is only legal to save a woman’s life in Egypt. Female Genital Mutilation is prohibited by Law.

Other laws try to provide young people with protection. The drug law, for example, protects young people under 21 years old through enforcing punishment.
Institutional approach to the Youth Sector:

Ministry of Education: Children and teenagers in basic and secondary schools are the largest category in Egypt, and youth policies consider them an important target for their activities. The Ministry of Education declared that the main mission of the state is «to provide youth and children with experiences and activities of capacity building to become qualified to practice political participation, and this starts at an early age from primary and secondary schools until the university».

Ministry of Higher Education: Youth in universities represent 25% from the age group between 18- 24 years old. The Ministry of Higher Education provides them with several kinds of services that include social and sport activities. The formal student organizations in universities consist of student unions and families which can be seen as youth clubs. The political preparation of students is launched by the Leaders Preparation Institute.

A former minister of youth said that «Youth policy means national policy and preparation of youth means preparation of Egypt».He means that youth policy has many aspects: health, sports, educational…etc, and it must not be adopted in isolation, but should instead be integrated into a coherent national policy. The study differentiates between two kinds of cooperation:

Firstly, cooperation in making and implementing a coherent youth policy which includes coordination in aims and goals to reach a better investment of the state resources; and secondly, cooperation in implementing a number of activities and programs which take place between different bodies and actors. It can be argued that there is a reasonable degree of cooperation in the second aspect. For example, one of the main jobs of the former ministry of youth was to supervise and observe physical sports in schools. There is also cooperation between the NCY and Ministry of Higher Education in organizing and implementing student activities. On the other hand, the first aspect of cooperation faces strong obstacles despite many efforts in this field.

The NCY and several NGOs provide civil education for a large number of youth and teenagers and consider this work one of their priorities. The Egypt Human Development Report assures that: Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) are invited to play a leading role, under the supervision of law, in experimenting with, and then scaling up the less formal education programs such as early childhood development (pre-school education), girls’ education (one classroom schools), adult and working children literacy classes, qualifying out-of-school 11-14 year olds for the 3rd primary certificate and establishing IT clubs …etc. Actually, many NGOs play a fundamental role in the areas of continuous revisions of curriculum, adding and emphasizing particular common concepts related to human rights, citizenship, participation, democracy, governance, equality and elimination of discriminatory concepts There has been an increase in the number of youth leadership development programs, whether government-led and organized by the National Youth Council, or by other youth supporting mechanisms such as UNICEF and Euromed Youth Program. The NCY established the central administration for civil education and young leadership, which focuses on youth training and capacity building of youth workers in youth NGOs and in governmental organizations to strengthen their leadership abilities and skills. One of the NCY important activities is the civil education programs aiming at developing the spirit of citizenship and supporting the feeling of the Egyptian identity of the teenagers (13-18 years) and the young people (18-24 years), deep-rooting the values of participation and voluntary work, supporting the spirit of tolerance. One remarkable feature of the youth NGOs is that the staff who directly communicate and interact with youth are not trained for this job and therefore are not youth workers. Youth NGOs do not pay enough attention to the development and training of staff. Consequently, there is increasing demand for the

provision of technical assistance and institutional building for youth NGOs through a series of trainings tailored according to their needs. Opportunities could be given to young volunteers who could be trained to assist leaders inside youth NGOs .

The NDP Youth Policy paper says that «though there have been incessant calls for youth to get more actively politically involved, youth political participation is still very low». It is worth mentioning that the youth policy in Egypt differentiates between political participation and party involvement in the campus, the former is acceptable but the latter is prohibited inside universities.

Despite the difficulties in defining the differences in the real life between the two kinds of participation, there are disparities in implementation of this decision inside universities. Interviews with a number of activists in universities show that outlets for activism are closed. There is a strong intervention from the administration in the student union elections, and the student bill gives it the right to reject the nomination of thousands of youth every year to the election due to their political orientations. Interviews also show that it could take six months for a youth group on campus to distribute newsletters in the university. Campus

security officials impose strict censorship rules on the contents of these newsletters to avoid unrest.
The NDP national youth policy says that «participation in social activities and voluntary work are seen as major tools for youth to improve their society». Some youths are turning to social service and volunteering as a path to launch their adult lives. While exact numbers are not known, studies recently conducted in Egypt suggest that it is a growing phenomenon among urban university graduates. Whereas previous generations were motivated by nationalist or market discourses, today’s young volunteers wrap their experience in religious language. Both Muslim and Christian youth speak of volunteering for spiritual credit or out of religious obligation. Among those with secondary motivations, two groups have

emerged. First, there are those who volunteer to repay a debt to society, believing that official structures have failed to provide for the disadvantaged. A second group has few prospects for employment and hopes to gain contacts and skills and to escape the constraints of home (females) or the street (males) Most of the youth NGOs depend on volunteers to implement some of their activities. The average number of volunteers in youth NGOs range from 20-25 volunteers from both sexes. However, organizations which focus on charity activities as Resala(Message) depend on a bigger number of volunteers that ranges between 200 and 1500 volunteers.

The government considers the availability of information and knowledge one of its priorities. Programs that provide labor market information and employment services began emerging in the Internet especially in the websites of the NCY and the Ministry of Manpower and Migration.
Emphasizing upon youth  enhancement to improve the social coherence among the Mediterranean region
A-Encouraging School Participation
1-Governments should adopt and promote the concept of peer-led initiatives and encourage young people in schooling to undertake community-based initiatives that encourage school participation.
2 -Make volunteer tutoring of primary school aged children part of the secondary school curriculum.

3- Projects where young people take initiative to enhance education and teach other

young people should be showcased and funding made available to replicate them in other communities.

The World Declaration on Education for All “Every person - child, youth and adult - shall be able to benefit from educational opportunities designed to meet their basic learning needs.These needs comprise both essential learning tools and the basic learning content, required by human beings to be able to survive, to develop their full capacities, to live and work in dignity, to participate fully in development, to improve the quality of their lives, to make informed decisions, and to continue learning.”

Ensuring primary education for all people is the key to unlocking the potential of all societies. Education enables people to take care of themselves and their families, to take control of their futures, and most importantly, to raise themselves out of poverty. Furthermore, achieving target 3 of the Millennium developmental goals (MDGS) will help achieve targets for other MDGs; it will combat poverty, promote gender equality, create awareness of HIV/AIDS and maternal health, and promote environmental sustainability.

Young people are already helping to achieve the target of universal primary education by encouraging school participation, acting as teachers to other young people, and contributing to the development of curriculums.

The discussion below includes case studies exemplifying youth contributions to achieving universal primary education, the enabling environments required for youth contribution to this MDG, and the specific Options for Actions that governments can take to enable more youth to contribute to achieving MDGS.
More than 113 million children are denied access to primary education and more than 150 million people have never completed it. Girls are particularly excluded from primary education. In addition, approximately 250 million children from ages 5-14 in the developing world cannot go to school because they are subject to child

labor. Despite several declarations, such as the World Declaration on Education for All and the Dakar Framework for Action adopted by the World Education Forum, primary education for all children is still not the norm in many countries. The contribution of young people to achieving universal primary education can be scaled up by national governments. National governments should promote and support the concept of ‘young people for young people’ in their own countries. By doing this, governments will ensure those young people attending school understand that many young people do not have the resources to attend school and assist them in fostering a sense of community amongst young people, which will lead to youth-initiated progress not only in the achievement of universal education, but also the other MDGs.

.In many areas young people have demonstrated their desire and commitment to help each other by initiating and leading peer-to-peer education projects in their spare time. By working together on community level projects, young people have shown repeatedly that they are effective teachers and that they can often interest

and motivate each other when older teachers and parents cannot. Furthermore, young people have proven to be good mentors for younger students in school, helping them with their studies and counseling them in other areas.

The contribution of young people to achieving universal primary education through peer-to-peer projects should be scaled up by national governments. National governments should encourage, support and provide incentives to promote such initiatives. This may include making volunteer tutoring of primary aged children not enrolled in school a compulsory part of the secondary curriculum. This would ensure all young people in secondary school are actively contributing to teaching those children not enrolled and thereby contributing to

the achievement of universal primary education.

B-Expanding and Supporting the Education of Young Women and Girls

1-Provide incentives and funding opportunities for NGOs and youth organizations to

Initiate non-formal education activities targeting girls and women. Where initiatives already exist develop replication strategies and scale up existing initiatives.

C-Empowering Young Women to Improve Their Situation Themselves and to help Others

1- Initiate young women into trainers programs in participation and leadership to enable

young women to help their communities.

2- Encourage young women’s civic participation through holding conferences for young women to address issues of concern, and opening other means of formal political participation, such as seats for young women in political parties or caucuses.

3- Governments and civil society in peaceful areas as well as conflict zones should provide support, training and a project incubation service to help young women leaders evaluate the needs of their communities and develop successful projects.

Youth organizations, though varied by region, face challenges specifically in encouraging the leadership of young women. While struggling to promote youth participation, they may overlook their country’s gender inequality, or even gender inequality that exists within their own organization. While a variety of inspiring youth programs have been implemented worldwide, the impact of this has hardly been felt in the world’s poorest areas. As Case Study 11 below illustrates, when provided with the opportunity to meet, discuss their situation and strategize, young women create networks to support each other’s efforts and maintain momentum.

Leadership and training for trainers particularly aimed at including women should be initiated and supported by governments. For countries in transition and post-conflict, special efforts should be made to include young women in rebuilding processes. These initiatives will promote the empowerment of young women and ensure they have the capacity to improve their situation themselves and to help one another. For example, in recently democratic Kenya, young women have a special position in the Kenya Women’s Political Caucus, which besides ensuring mentorship and political participation of young women, has enabled a youth consortium to participate in a donor-funded Gender and Governance program.

Improving the lives of women is vital to the implementation of all Millennium Development Goals, from education and employment to health. The needs of young women and girls should be placed at the center of the MDGs, since they are often the most vulnerable. In many areas of the world, young people are already developing projects and initiatives that are increasing gender equality. To ensure the contribution of young people is accelerated, governments, schools, NGOs, and donors should commit to one or more of the above outlined Options for Action. Implementation of the Options for Action will help young people work to ensure that children and youth, regardless of their gender will develop their full potential, be treated in the same manner, have access to the same equipment, and have the same positive educational experiences.

D-Youth Employment

1- Address the issue of youth employment as a fundamental block to poverty eradication and as a powerful mechanism for delivering the MDGs.
2- Strengthen and build partnerships between youth, public and private sector, such as the Youth Employment Summit and Youth Employment Network.
Decent and productive work for young people is central to reversing cycles of poverty. The importance of youth employment has been highlighted by many reports and initiatives over the last 5 years. Youth employment emerged on the international agenda the same time as the formation of the MDGs, with two key

international initiatives commencing in the governmental forum with the Youth Employment Network (a partnership between the World Bank, the ILO and the UN) and the civil society initiative, with the Youth Employment Summit (YES).

E-Incubating Youth Entrepreneurship

1- Use micro-finance and skills development initiatives to reduce barriers for youth entrepreneurship

A viable strategy to eradicating poverty is through the provision of self-employment opportunities to transform job-seekers to job-makers or entrepreneurs. Yet, oftentimes, young people lack sufficient business management skills and start-up capital. Micro-financial institutions (MFIs), especially in rural areas and urban

poor settlements, are then important in this process. One such example of a youth-led micro-credit agency catering to young people wanting to venture into small-scale businesses is The Nations Trust in South Africa. 
F-Youth and Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs)

1- Youth must be empowered as learners, developers, contributors, entrepreneurs and decision-makers on the issue of Information and Communication Technologies. Widespread access in urban and rural areas is critical to facilitating this empowerment

2- Governments should play a facilitatory role in nurturing ICT-related youth enterprise through host-positive policy and investment in ICT infrastructure.

3- Support and resource new coalitions and partnerships around ICTs

.

If there were ever an area where young people were not just the leaders of the future, but also of the present, it is in the emerging information society. From web development  to information access, youth are growing up with the latest technologies – and extending them, providing innovative solutions to global challenges.

Recognizing this, in December 2003 more than 175 countries at the World Summit of Information Society (WSIS) declared in the outcome document of the Summit:

There are a number of areas where young people can use Information and Communication Technologies for development:

• Young people see great potential for improving development efforts and providing meaningful livelihood opportunities through the establishment of telecenters in both rural and urban areas. These telecenters provide livelihood opportunities for many young people.

• Young people use ICTs to seek information about education and livelihood opportunities available to them.

• Young people appreciate the increased consultations on information technology policy and priorities.

• Young people play a critical role in the development of locally appropriate content. Many work to repackage information between old and new media types and to interpret it for local, national, and international audiences.

• ICTs enable young people to explore and define their cultures within the context of rapid globalization.

• ICT training provides a context for skill development, socialization, and community building for outof-school or otherwise marginalized youth.

• Local e-commerce may open more significant livelihood opportunities for young people than international e-commerce. Smaller scale e-commerce networks and ICT enabled small and medium enterprises provide young people with the opportunity to develop professionally without having to relocate large distances from their families and support networks.

Worldwide ICT-expansion has been possible due in part to the volunteer efforts and internship work of young professionals. Many have postponed or foregone potentially lucrative private sector jobs to train others in ICT use. These opportunities have further strengthened the skills of the young people as well as their commitment to socially-conscious uses of ICTs.

However, youth are a large untapped resource for creating digital opportunities. Many youth are already using technology for innovative social causes, often expanding access to information beyond those with personal access to technology. Yet, youth actions to bridge the digital divide often suffer from critical deficiencies, such as:

• Lack of mainstream support: youth-led ICT programs are rarely afforded the funding or recognition required to implement or replicate in a substantial or sustained manner.

• Lack of participation in decision-making: youth are rarely involved in national, regional and international ICT policy development, meaning youth lack the framework, support and legitimacy required for sustained action, and policy implementation lacks buy-in from this key grassroots constituency.

• Lack of communication: youth effort on ICTs is fragmented, often uninformed by others practice, unconnected to a bigger picture, unable to leverage resources, and find moral and inspirational support.

• Lack of access: many youth in rural areas in developing countries cannot be empowered in ICT as the infrastructure and facilities are largely limited to urban areas.

CROSSCUTTING RECOMMENDATIONS AND FUTURE STEP
Youth & MDGs: Recommendations and Future Steps

The successful implementation of the MDGs depends on technical and pragmatic solutions in the context of holistic people-centered development strategies. Some of the concrete recommendations for youth-driven action have been listed in Part II of this report, as they specifically relate to goal-oriented solutions. The following recommendations will concentrate on cross-cutting issues that permeate across all 8 MDGs and that affect youth engagement in implementing all Goals.

· Advocacy and Awareness: Young People in the Millennium Campaign

1) MDG Youth Report: A comprehensive report on young people and the Millennium Development Goals should be produced by a coalition of UN agencies, NGOs and young people. The report should build on this present contribution to the Millennium Project and be launched at the Millennium

Summit.
2) MDG Youth Campaigns: A series of nationally-focused youth campaigns should be catalyzed around the world, led largely by young people themselves. The objectives of these campaigns would be to raise awareness about the MDGs, provide space for youth to express their views and share experiences related to MDG issues, enable young people to interact with their national leaders, and facilitate networking between youth groups to crystallize new projects. The campaigns would include several elements including school-based outreach, national conferences, local workshops, media activities including phone-in radio programs and televised debates, essay and expression contests and service days. The campaigns should be coordinated globally, to enable cross-pollination of ideas and activities as well as strong communication of their results to regional and international audiences.

3) Youth at the Millennium +5 Meeting in 2005: There should be meaningful participation of young people at the planned Millennium+5 Review Summit in mid-2005. Meaningful participation means mainstreaming young people within the Summit’s program, providing space for young speakers in plenary and panel discussions, and travel scholarships to assist the participation of young people from the developing world. It is also suggested that a Workshop for a selected number of Youth. Development Leaders focused on practical skills training, using a Peer-Assist and Open Space Model would be valuable, as would an exhibition of youth-led projects, and opportunities for young people to connect directly with world leaders. This should also be linked to the 5-year review of the World Program of Action for Youth for the year 2000 and beyond.

4) Global Attention to Youth Employment: The importance of youth employment is underlined by the fact that of all the issues to which youth are central, yet it is the only place in the MDGs (Goal 8) where youth are specifically referenced. The international community should significantly step up support for and collaboration between major global efforts such as the Youth Employment Network and the Youth Employment Summit Campaign. In development of major youth employment initiatives, the emphasis should be less ownership by the UN and the older generation, and more ownership by local youth and their grassroots networks, as well as local and national level stakeholders. Special attention should be placed on skills training programs for out of school youth, especially in the developing world, including street children, orphans, war-affected children and other marginalized young people.

5) Youth and Conflict: Youth-engagement in MDGs is limited by the adversity of conflict around the world. The need for youth-led and/or youth-driven initiatives to resolve armed conflicts around the world is stressed by the fact that war affects young people as soldiers, civilians, family members and students. Investing in the reintegration of youth combatants and the creation of livelihoods for youth in post-conflict areas is especially crucial to prevent the reoccurrence of war. People-centered development will succeed when national policies address conflict as a vital and cross-cutting issue, and devote resources for open dialogue among those afflicted, especially youth and women.
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1) Sustainable Development: Education around sustainable development should start in local communities, with in-school activities in which students learn about their own area and its environmental challenges, and then make connections with global problems. Engaging students in identifying and implementing ways to make their own schools and homes more sustainable through all forms of education (formal, non-formal and informal) helps instill sustainable development values for life.

2) Young people as peer educators: Young people are peer oriented and youth learn much from their friends, especially about issues that adults know little about (such as new technologies), are reluctant to talk about (HIV/AIDS or sex education), or deem to be too political (such as peace education). Peer train-the trainers model. Peer education can also help overcome temporary skilled teacher shortages or complement regular staff, especially in areas like Information and Communications Technologies, where some students routinely have much more experience than their teachers.

· Policies: Young People in the MDG Business Plan

a) National Youth Policies: Every government should have an up-to-date National Youth Policy or Strategy in place. To assist with the creation and evaluation of such strategies, international benchmarking tools such as a Global Youth Development (or Youth Participation) Index should be developed, showcasing best practices to empower young people in society. A global consortium of donors and consulting companies might provide specific support to countries, while the involvement of young people should be considered key to their development and implementation of such strategies.

b) Partnerships with cities and local authorities:
 Special emphasis should be placed on the involvement of city and local government authorities in engaging and supporting young people to achieve the MDGs at the local level. Priorities for Local Authorities should include the creation of local youth councils to provide input to decision-making, the provision of physical meeting spaces for young people to gather and coordinate projects, support for youth artistic and cultural expression, promotion of sport for development and peace and access to Information and Communications Technologies. The establishment of City-to-City development partnerships with an emphasis on youth

should be encouraged.

C. Action: Young People Implementing The MDGs

a) Youth Financing: One of the main challenges young people face is a lack of access to finances, whether it be grants or loans, to support the implementation of their projects. Existing grant mechanisms within the UN system should be made more relevant and accessible to young people, through simplified or adapted application processes, the inclusion of young people on the selection committees, and recognition that young people often lack formal structures, such as legally registered organizations through which to carry out their activities. New grant programs should also be established around particular thematic topics, such as renewable energy, ICTs for Development, HIV/AIDS prevention and awareness, and water conservation. Micro-credit programs that empower young people to start businesses should be expanded and married with comprehensive, localized entrepreneurship training.

b) Activate priority youth projects and best practices: As a result of the national campaigns, or another competitive or consultative process, each country should identify a suite of “National Priority Youth Projects towards the MDGs”. Example projects might include centralized youth employment services in the capitol cities where young people can go to gain skill training and visit job-market (related to Goal 8) or radio programs on the public broadcaster led by youth about HIV/AIDS 
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 Each project would then receive basic support and strong mentorship from local country field offices of relevant UN agencies, NGOs, and, especially, the national government. These projects will also be showcased internationally with the intention of replicating successful implementation strategies.

c) Mentorship: Youth led projects, whether they emphasize social or economic development are often hampered by a lack of skills, experience, networks and connections with ‘traditional power centers’ within a community. Mentorship (including two-way mentorship) needs to become a major priority, as a practical realization of the concept of “Intergenerational Partnership”, connecting experienced adults with young economic and social entrepreneurs.

d) Engaging young people in monitoring: Young people must be actively involved in the effort to continually monitor and measure work towards attainment of the MDGs. One project might provide university-age students with credit for interviewing other young people in their city and country, and writing up reports and analysis of progress towards the MDGs, including case studies of young people leading change. Another project might engage youth who speak multiple languages to translate MDG progress reports into their local language.

D. Networking and Collaboration: Young People Working Together To Implement the MDGs

1) Youth Media Network: Information is critical for development and tangible support should be provided for the thousands of existing, successful youth-media initiatives around the world – including technology tools, training and financial resources. The creation of networks to allow sharing of stories and cross-pollination of reporting would increase audiences and enhance influence and impact. Emphasis might also be placed on education that bridges a youth’s experience with youth media with involvement in mainstream independent journalism.

2) Global online networks: As the Internet becomes an increasingly important and accessible medium for youth interaction, support should be provided for global spaces that engage young people in dialogue and action around important international issues.

3) Thematic Coalitions: Young people coordinate their effort through a myriad of global coalitions, networks and caucuses around critical global issues, international campaigns, and UN processes – from climate change to HIV/AIDS. These networks are important knowledge and action resources and should be mapped and provided at least with basic resources to support their coordination and work plans. Far greater research and evaluation needs to be conducted regarding best practice models for youth engagement in specific global challenges. In particular, these coalitions should have presence regional reviews of the MDGs and other significant development meetings, such as the G-8 summit and the African Development Forum in 2005, which has the theme of “Youth Leadership for the 21st Century”.
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